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" O Sarasvati, we shall get wealth bestowed on us by
thee, by offering thee these oblations, and humbling ourselves
before thee. We shall come in contact with thee, by living in
this thy favourite dwelling-place, and obtaining support from
thee like a tree.
" O fortunate Sarasvati, Vasi$tha js opening for thee the
door to the hall of sacrifice. Prosper, thou white Goddess..."
(Rv. vii, 95).
From the above description of the river Sarasvatl, it clear-
ly appears that she was a dreaded  and -mighty stream  in Rg-
vedic times, flowing from the Himalaya right into the sea with
great velocity, and with spill-waters flooding the country around.
She supplied the ancient Aryans with pure drinking water and
made her banks fertile, and rich in crops.    The Aryan agricul-
tural population was greatly indebted to her, and, as we have
already seen, clung to her as a child clings to its mother's breast,
with a love and fondness that is quite touching.    It was on the
banks of the Sarasvati that great sacrifices used to be performed
and the Aryans composed most of their hymns.    In those days,
as we have already said, she was certainly not an insignificant
river which she is now, but a  noble stream,  with  a current
running throughout the year, which was   probably fed by the
melting snow of the glaciers near her source.   As has already
b&eo observed in a previous chapter, there  is   evidence  of a
cold climate having prevailed in  ancient  Sapta-Sindhu,  and
geologists think it quite  probable   that  the  HimAIaya  was
covered with snow even in  the lower altitudes.    The dis-
appearance of snow from these lower heights and the scant!*
'ness of rainfall even during the rainy season in modern times,
.due to the disappearance of the surrounding seas, have reduc-
ed the Sarasvati to her present skeleton which is not even the
shadow of her  former greatness.   The Sarasvati was also
famous for the number of sacrifices performed,  and the rich
knowledge in spiritual matter that the ancient Aryans acquired
on her banks*   That the region through which the Sarasvati
flows was inhabited by Aryan tribes from very ancient times